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a Ballue is located deep in the

sweeping Brittany countryside - a

landscape that’s inspired works of
French literature, Impressionist paintings
and drawings.

Bordering an impressive 17%-century
chateau, la Ballue is a landscape architect’s
dream. Designed and constructed over 30
years ago, it has since enjoyed several
adaptations - adding to its creativity
and mystery. The garden is filled with
three-dimensional shapes and sculpted
topiaries that contrast beautifully against
the pastoral landscape and countryside
around.

Arriving along a very narrow lane,
the first thing the visitor notices is the
imposing gate, opening onto a formal and
symmetrical courtyard. Beautiful indeed,
and classically French.
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The windows of the chateau overlook the formal
terrace garden with its undulating hedge.

OPPOSITE

Wandering around the grounds the visitor is lured
down paths and into ever changing rooms

and decors.

But it is the first steps through the chateau
emerging onto the main gardens that hold
a surprise. The view, the garden design
and overall proportions are quite unique.

Yew, cyprus, privet and box are sculpted
into formal, clean cut shapes. An
undulating hedge borders the far end of
the garden, and on one side is an alley of
yew trees clipped into cubes and spheres,
along the middle of which winds a river of
wisteria. An astonishing haze of violet in
the month of May.
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The chateau has known several owners,
or curators. In 1973, Claude Arthaud and
her architect husband Francois Hébert
Stevens bought the property and were
responsible for the magnificent garden
design that we see today. They dug up the
terrace that served as a potato field and
unfolded a careful plan. With the help
of landscape artist Paul Maymont they
created a rich and intricate garden at a
time when gardening was unfashionable.

When Marie-Francoise Mathon and her
husband purchased La Ballue in 1996,
the long established grounds had been
neglected for several years and were in
need of some care and renovation. Nature
had reclaimed the formal grounds in front
of the chateau, and many of the ‘rooms’
throughout the property were overgrown
and all but lost. Marie-Francoise created
several new features in the garden such as
the potager, a collection of box trees in the
former moat and also found time to create
a B&B in the chateau.

A major task was to reshape several
large pine trees that were blocking the
outstanding view from the garden and the
countryside beyond. These beautiful trees
had been planted by Claude Arthaud, and
the intention was never to remove them,
but to shape them in the form of clouds, to
enhance the never-ending view beyond.

This garden is breathtaking at any
season, but in the winter months, beneath
a heavy frost or light snowfall, the
meticulously clipped topiary really come
into their own. The sparkling white frost
outlines the geometric shapes and brings
a monochromatic beauty to the grounds.

A stunning and just reward for the many
hours spent in maintaining and trimming
the garden over the year.

Majestic pine trees had outgrown their space, but
rather than taking them down, they are carefully
pruned into cloud shapes, adding beauty to the
view beyond

For more information visit laballuejardin.com

Opening times:

Open daily from May 27 to September 29

from 10:00 am to 6:30 pm.

Open Thursday to Sunday, from March 15 to May 26

and September 30 to November 11.

The rest of the year, tours are available on request by

calling +33 (0) 2 99 97 47 86.
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