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Deep freeze

The classical rectangular design of a kitchen garden is
revealed, emboldened by sub-zero conditions, the
geometry ol beds ol winter veg and year-round herbs
sits in a skeleton frameworlk of filigree, pruned and
trained fruit trees which frame this year-round
productive enclave. ‘In winter, the key elements of a
design are laid bare so structures and shapes become
so important, says garden designer Libby Russell. In
her Somerset kitchen garden, she ‘trains fruit trees into
goblet and espalier forms, roses over hoops and plants
winter vegetables in patterns to create visual interest,
even in the depths of winter — and, of course, the frost
makes all these shapes even more magical.

E§ Gardens

Stone, structure
and softness

Garden designer Katie Guillebaud softens textural hard
landscaping with rotund evergreen planting with
perennial, feathered grasses and structural seed heads.
‘This main axis border edges the path to the front door
and needs to look good, but not static, throughout the
seasons. I chose summer-flowering Sedum ‘Matrona,
Scabiosa columbaria and Origanum laevigatum
‘Herrenhausen'’ for colour and movement - they also
retain beautiful contrasting seed heads in winter.
Clipped yew, Taxus baccata, and sage-green phillyrea
are planted at repeated intervals and provide a foil for
the wispy, fountaining shapes of the grasses, Stipa
calamagrostis, S. tenuissima and S. gigantea. The new
cobbled pathway, which seems like it's been there
forever, also makes a great textural, winter-frost-rimmed,
hard landscape feature which binds the overall design.
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